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2009 is coming to an end and this is our last newsletter for this year.  On behalf of the Chinook  

Calgary board, I wish you a very happy holiday season and a prosperous New Year.  2009 has been a  

year of economic turmoil; we have seen stock markets crashing, a number of companies going out of  

business and much job loss.  We are moving into 2010 with hope of recovery, new businesses and  

projects starting and opportunities for all.  

 

On October 28 we had a good turnout for our technical dinner meeting.  Jimmy Dees gave us a very  

informative presentation on Syncrude’s sustainable projects.  His presentation was focused on initiation,  

planning, execution and control for these projects.  On behalf of Chinook-Calgary Section of AACEI,  

I would like to thank Jimmy for his presentation. 

 

The next dinner meeting is scheduled for November 18, 2009.  The topic of the dinner meeting is  

TransCanada’s Alaska Pipeline.  Arash Ranjbaran of WorleyParsons and Jack Beattie of TransCanada,  

both who have been involved with project from the beginning, will be the guest speakers for the evening. 

 

We have completed another successful Skills and Knowledge workshop on Planning and Scheduling by Peter George on October 24, 2009.  Peter 

has always put together an excellent informative session and the feedback received from participants was very positive.  Many of the participants 

stated that the session was very helpful.  

 

The next Skills and Knowledge Workshop is “Project Controls 101” which will be a full day session on November 21, 2009.  The session will be 

focused on the basics for project controls functions with emphasis on analysis.  Deborah Clark-Shannon and I will be presenting this session.  We 

have updated this session based on feedback received from last year’s participants and we hope that it will meet the needs for project control 

basics. 

 

At the last dinner meeting we introduced a free dinner draw.  Thanks to Cindy Hands for spearheading this initiative of membership appreciation.  

The lucky winners were Betty Poettchker and Bill Bouthillier.  The winners received free dinner coupons that can be used at any of the 

upcoming AACEI Chinook-Calgary section’s dinner meetings.  We will be doing another draw at our next meeting, please attend the dinner 

meeting to be a part of this draw. 
 

Currently we are actively looking for seasoned professional to share their experiences with AACE patronage.  We are looking for articles on cost, 

planning/scheduling, estimation and project management issues to publish in our newsletter. If you have some experience which would be 

beneficial to our project controls community, please feel free to contact us.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all again soon. 

 

 

Please feel free to contact me at (403) 608-8730  

or at president@aaceicalgary.org 

 

 
 

Legal Disclaimer 
Our Dedicated Team of “fancy” Lawyers 
 

AACE assumes no responsibility for statements and opinions 

advanced by contributors to its publications and speakers at events 

sponsored by AACE.  Views expressed by them do not necessarily 

represent the official position of AACE International, its sections, 

committees, or its officers or directors.  
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Left to right (Back Row): Tanveer Ahmed (Past President 2008-09), Jeff Young, Art Kowalchuk, Frank Gutowski, Gerardo Caicedo, Dave 

Williams, Hassan Halepota (President 2009-10), Jennifer Foster, Gokhan Kaya, Mohammed Afzal , Placido Patriana. 

Left to right (Front Row):  Elizabeth Pettersen (no longer with BOD), Deborah Clark-Shannon, Cindy Hands, Bindu Amin,  Anna Tremblay, 

Ginette Basak, Joan Dyck. 

Missing from the picture are: Paul Yasinko, Clara Teran, Donna Kainth, Steven Revay and Peter Ripley. 
 
 

P R E S I D E NTS  TE AM  

Officers: 

President Hassan Halepota – president@ aaceicalgary.org          692-3634 

Vice President Deborah Clark-Shannon – vicepres@aaceicalgary.org          205-7957 

Secretary Joan Dyck - secretary@aaceicalgary.org              451-2211 

Treasurer Jennifer Foster - treasurer@aaceicalgary.org           699-5084  

Past President Tanveer N. Ahmed –  pastpresident@aaceicalgary.org         290-5069 

 

 

Directors: 

Membership/ Anna Tremblay - memberships@aaceicalgary.org          648-7069 

Facilities 

Scholarships &     Donna Kainth – scholarships@aaceicalgary.org              290-7636 

School Liaison  

Certification Bindu Amin - certification@aaceicalgary.org         691-7614 
Marketing Ginette Basak - marketing@aaceicalgary.org                        699-6649 

SK Workshop Jeff Young – skworkshops@aaceicalgary.org                   255-3455 

Publicity Art Kowalchuk - publicity@aaceicalgary.org             255-0822 

Seminar  Dave Williams- seminars@aaceicalgary.org           290-7008 

Communications Gokhan Kaya - communications@aaceicalgary.org           

Director at Large Cindy Hands – diratlarge1@aaceicalgary.org               383-7374 

  Clara Teran - diratlarge2@aaceicalgary.org           681-0860 

  Frank Gutowski - diratlarge3@aaceicalgary.org                                861-8232 

  Gerardo Caicedo – diratlarge4@aaceicalgary.org          258-3893 

  Mohammed Afzal – diratlarge6@aaceicalgary.org                            570-2307 

  Paul Yasinko - diratlarge7@aaceicalgary.org          267-6024 

  Placido Patriana - diratlarge8@aaceicalgary.org          815-9493 

Steven Revay - diratlarge9@aaceicalgary.org                                    777-4900 

 

AACE Canada Peter Ripley - director@aaceicalgary.org           245-1670 

 

WHAT is AACE Chinook 

Section? 
 

The Chinook – Calgary 

Section of AACE Canada 

was founded in 1972. It 

currently has close to 500 

members from a wide range 

of companies in and outside 

of Alberta. Our members are 

involved in all aspects of 

estimating, cost control, 

planning, scheduling and 

project management. 
 

Reservation for dinner 

meetings can be made by 

calling Anna Tremblay at 

648-7069 not later than the 

day prior to the meeting so 

that the correct number of 

meals can be ordered. The 

dinner cost is $30 for 

members and $35 for. Non-

members 
 

Members receive the Cost 

Engineering Magazine, a 

discount on books and 

publications from AACEI 

Headquarters and access to 

contents on the AACEI 

website.  This newsletter is 

also issued regularly and 

members are encouraged to 

submit articles or notices for 

publication.  Please submit 

articles to Tanveer Ahmed or 

Peter Ripley. 
 

CALGARY SECTION 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

 

PO BOX 20090 BVPO,  

Calgary Alberta, T2P -4H3 
 

Our Web Page at: 

 http://www.aaceicalgary.org  
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HAVE YOU UPDATED YOUR AACE PROFILE? 
 

 

As you've probably noticed, AACEI have switched to a new system.  All orders will now be processed 

through AACEI online database system. 

 

Everyone will need to have a Login Name and Password to process transactions on the AACEI site, even 

non-members. 

 

If you already have a Login Name and Password, you can begin by entering your login information. 

Here is the link:  Web Link: https://www.aacei.org/PortalTools/Login.cfm 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Reflections on November Dinner Meeting 
 

 

By: Arthur Kowalchuk, P.Eng. 

Some 48 Chinook-Calgary members and guests attended the technical dinner meeting in the Riverview Room of the 

International Hotel.  Chinook-Calgary President Hassan Halepota introduced Region 1 Director Peter Ripley who gave a brief 

update of AACEI section activities across Canada. Mohammed Afzal introduced Jimmy Dees (Syncrude) who discussed 

Sustainable Projects in Syncrude.  

Jimmy Dees joined Syncrude in 2002 after working 10 years at Brown and Root.  Syncrude is the 2
nd

 largest oilsands 

producer in Alberta and provides 15% of Canada's crude oil. It is estimated that 300 billion barrels of crude oil will be 

recovered from the 1.7 trillion billion barrels of potential reserves. In 2008, Syncrude averaged 1.2 million BPD and when 

further expansion of facilities is completed, daily production is expected to increase to 2.2 million BPD. Syncrude employs 

about 5000 people and 500 students. Bitumen is recovered using a water based process. Sweet crude oil is pipelined to 

Canadian and US refineries for further processing. Approximately 22 % of land excavated for open pit mining has been 

reclaimed. Syncrude supports many local area activities including Keyano college, U of A research and other items. 

Expansion of recovery and upgrader projects involved expenditures of about $8.3 billion. 

Syncrude is generally involved in 200 to 400 projects which require development and execution. Business planning involves 

cost estimates for AFE's, project life cycle projections. Detail design, procurement and construction can only proceed 

following AFE and regulatory approvals. Exxon-Mobil manages certain projects and SCL manages certain projects.. Project 

control services involve cost control, planning, reporting and stewardship until project closeout. Amec supplied estimates for 

materials and labour. The execution of a contract may end up at higher cost then estimated. Various projects may take 6 to 9 

months to execute. Management is estimated at approximately 5%. Projects proceed through 4 levels and contracts include 

labour, materials, and engineering. Quantities are used in estimating costs. Jimmy Dees answered questions throughout the 

presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aacei.org/PortalTools/Login.cfm
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Skills & Knowledge Workshop Photo Collage  
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Reflection from October Skills & Knowledge session with Peter George 

Topic - “Planning & Scheduling” 
By: Jeff Young, P.Eng.  

On Saturday October 24, Peter George (AMEC Americas Inc.) presented "Planning and Scheduling Basics" to the Skills and 

Knowledge Workshop crowd assembled at the Nexen Tower Theatre. It was an engaging presentation and an excellent 

introduction to those with a new interest to the world of scheduling, and a valuable refresher to those who don't deal directly 

with the creation of schedules but must live with the aftermath.  
Peter's overview outlined good schedule practice fundamentals and the importance of the schedule as a project management 

tool.  

 

Key distinctions made by Peter:  
1. The schedule is a tool that supports decision making, not just 'reporting' 
2. Have structure with an appropriate level of detail 
3. Being able to operate the software doesn't make you a planner, don't be a slave to the system 
4. The schedule has to be believable 
 
The controversial topic of Schedule Contingency was introduced. The concept for scheduling contingency is analogous to 

estimate contingency; accounting for what you don't know you don't know. While a new concept, this will likely become an 

important part of scheduling in the future. 
 

AACEI Calgary Chinook would like to thank to Peter George for coming all the way from Saskatoon to present this program. 
 

Planning is now underway for the 2010 Skills and Knowledge workshops. Different from the dinner lectures series, the goal 

of the S&K workshops is to present detailed education programs.  
 
If you have suggestions for topics or are interested in presenting or sharing an area of your knowledge, please contact the 

skworkshops@aaceicalgary.org 

 

 

. 
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DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

(Association for the Advancement of Cost Engineering) 
 

Wednesday, November 18th, 2009 
 

TransCanada Alaska Pipeline 
 

Presenters:   

Arash Ranjbaran (WorleyParsons)  

& 

Jack Beattie (TransCanada)  

 
Presentation Overview 

 
This presentation will provide an overview of the Alaska Pipeline Project (the APP). TransCanada and ExxonMobil 

are developing the project in accordance with the Alaska Gasline Inducement Act (AGIA) license that was awarded 

by the State of Alaska to TransCanada in August 2008. The AGIA license provides State funding to support the 

development of a natural gas processing and transportation system. The system will consist of a gas treatment plant 

(GTP) near Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, a natural gas pipeline to transport the processed natural gas from the GTP to 

Boundary Lake, Alberta, and new pipelines, and modifications to existing pipeline infrastructure in Alberta to 

accommodate incremental volumes from the proposed natural gas pipeline. 

 
Speaker Profile 

 

Arash has a civil engineering and project controls background and is currently working as a project engineer on 

the Alaska Pipeline Project for WorleyParsons Canada within the Pipeline Systems Business Unit. 

  

Jack has and civil engineering and project management background.  He was part of the team that prepared 

TransCanada's winning AGIA Application and is currently Engineering Manager for the pipeline portion of the 

Joint Project. 

MENU: 

Greek Salad, Chicken with seasonal vegetables-  Tiramisu for Desert. 

LOCATION and TIME: 

Riverview Room, International Hotel, 4
th
 Ave SW, Calgary 

Cocktails 5:30, Dinner 6:15, Meeting 7:30 p.m.  
 

 

PLEASE RSVP to Anna Tremblay at dinners@aaceicalgary.org, no later than Tuesday, Nov 17th. 
(Indicate if you have a dietary preference and place your SPECIAL FOOD REQUEST with Anna 48 hours in advance) 

 

PRICES: 

$30 for members, $35 for non-members, $15 for students. 

Please pay with cheque or cash when you sign in at the door. 
 

WHO IS INVITED? 
Cost analysts & cost engineers, estimators, planners & schedulers, project managers – all practitioners 

and professionals with an active interest in project costs, estimates, schedules and project management 

are cordially invited to participate in our meetings.
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DINNER MEETING PROGRAM 2009 – 2010 
 

Overview of the P3 Project Delivery Model from a Contractor Perspective 

     Wednesday, Sep 16, 2009      Chairman: Peter Ripley 

  Speaker: Kees Kusvellor (Graham)       Completed  
  

Sustainable Projects in Syncrude 

  Wednesday, Oct 28, 2009      Chairman: Mohammad Afzal  

  Speaker: Jimmy Dees (Syncrude)      Completed     

    

TransCanada’s Alaska Pipeline 

  Wednesday, Nov 18, 2009      Chairman: Peter Ripley 

  Speakers: Arash Ranjbarran (Worley) & Jack Beattie (TransCanada) 

   

Alberta report on Productivity 

  Wednesday, Jan 13, 2010      Chairman: Peter Ripley    

  Speakers: Larry Sondrol (Suncor) & Steve Revay (Revay Associates)   

   

Report on Research at the University of Calgary 

  Wednesday, Feb 10, 2010        Chairman: Tanveer Ahmed 

  Speakers: Haideh Farahmand and Theo Okeke     

  

Why bother with a budget on projects - when they are known to be wrong! (Part 2) 

  Thursday, Mar 25, 2010      Chairman: Steve Revay 

  Speaker: Francis Hartman       

 

All we want is Better Projects – Why so difficult! 

  Wednesday, Apr 21, 2010      Chairman: Peter Ripley 

  Speaker: Phil Gardner        

 

Chinook-Calgary AGM       Chairman: Hassan Halepota 

  Wednesday, May 12, 2010        

 

SKILLS & KNOWLEDGE WORKSHOPS 2009  
      

 

Saturday, Sep 26, 2009 – Change Management / Engineering Progress Completed  
  Speakers:  Peter Ripley / John P Lacroix 

 

Saturday, Oct 24, 2009 – Planning & Scheduling   Completed 

  Speaker: Peter George        

 

Saturday, Nov 21, 2009 – Project Controls 101 
  Speakers: Hassan Halepota & Deborah Clark        

 

Saturday, Dec 5, 2009 – Economics 101 / Quantification Material /Take offs  

  Speakers: Sandra Paulguard & Umesh Krishnappa       

 

 
SEMINAR 2010  

 

TBD Speaker: TBA       Chairman: Dave Williams 
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Certification Application Deadlines 

Bindu Amin 

 

This is to inform those interested in writing AACE certification exam, please make note of following dates and applicable fees. 

Chinook-Calgary Section is hosting fourth quarter certification exam on November 07, 2009. 

 

AACEI Chinook-Calgary will be hosting first quarter certification exam on March 6, 2010. Please make note of following dates:  

  

 

Certification     Early Bird   Regular  

      December 21, 2009  January 5, 2010 

 

CCE/CCC/PSP/EVP/CEP (Members)  US$300    US$350 

CCE/CCC/PSP/EVP/CEP (Non-members)  US$450    US$500 

CCT (Members)           US$100    US$150 

CCT (Non-members)         US$150    US$200 

 

 
Please note:  The last day to submit application is January 5, 2010. 

 

If you have any questions regarding Certification Application or any related matters please check website: 

http://www.aacei.org/certification. Any other questions please contact Bindu Amin (Certification@aaceicalgary.org)  

phone 403-691-7614 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

In addition to workshops and seminars hosted locally  
by the Chinook-Calgary section,  

AACE International has ‘online’ courses available. 
 
 

Enroll Now AACE Online Courses 
 
 

Visit our international website for complete information - 
http://www.aacei.org/education/dl/welcome.shtml 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.aacei.org/certification
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